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truck with him and promptly deputized her as 
a volunteer firefighter. Ever since that day, 
Mrs. Fletcher supported the Ashburn Volun-
teer Fire and Rescue Department through her 
service as an officer of the Ladies Auxiliary. 
Her selfless legacy will forever be a part of 
both organizations. 

Always willing to lend a hand to a neighbor 
in need, Gertie was an irreplaceable pillar of 
our community. Mrs. Fletcher was active in all 
phases of community life in Ashburn, from her 
leadership at the Calvary Baptist Church to 
her role in forming the Blue Ridge Speech and 
Hearing Center. She always worked tirelessly 
to better her community. Mrs. Fletcher is sur-
vived by her son, Tom Fletcher, two grand-
children, Brian and Catherine, and two great- 
grandchildren, Taryn and Brock and a sister, 
Aileen. She will be missed by the countless 
lives she has touched over her years of public 
service. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in celebrating the life of, and bidding fare-
well to, Gertrude Mae Smith Fletcher. May she 
rest in peace, and her family be comforted. 
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Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Impact Broward and the critical 
work they do in South Florida. This vital orga-
nization has served Broward County through a 
dedicated commitment to providing at-risk chil-
dren, veterans, senior citizens, and other indi-
viduals with the resources and care that they 
so urgently need. 

Each day, Impact Broward provides stu-
dents with academic assistance, offers support 
to veterans, assists struggling senior citizens, 
and supports Broward County Non-Profits. 
These programs exist because of the strong 
commitment of all Impact Broward’s staff, and 
I would like to especially acknowledge their 
President and CEO, Peter Kaldes, for the ex-
ceptional work that he has done to ensure that 
all Broward County residents get the care and 
support that they need. 

Congratulations to today’s honorees: Dr. 
Philip Greenberg of the William ‘‘Bill’’ Kling VA 
Clinic, receiving the 2016 Edith S. Lederberg 
Wisdom in Action Award; Bruce Williams of 
the Pride Center, receiving the Lifetime 
Achievement Award; Deputy Lauren Apollo of 
the Broward Sheriff’s Office, receiving the Indi-
vidual Award; Whole Foods Market, receiving 
the Award of Excellence; Flora Lathem of the 
Foster Grandparent Program, receiving the 
Robert Scott Public Service Award for Volun-
teering with Children; Jacqueline Coleman, re-
ceiving the Senior Companion Volunteer 
Award; Lisa Pohle, receiving the RSVP Sen-
iors, Teachers Achieving Reading Success 
Volunteer Award; and American Express re-
ceiving the Corporate Excellence Award. 

I express deep appreciation for Impact 
Broward’s great work. Their dedication to pro-
vide struggling individuals with critical attention 
and support is noble. 

RECOGNIZING DIRECTOR GALE 
MCCOY 
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Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Mrs. Gale McCoy and all of 
her accomplishments as Director of the At-
lanta Passport Agency. 

Over the last 5 years, the Atlanta Passport 
Agency has assisted a copious amount of 
Americans with passport issuance for imme-
diate travel since the agency opened in 2011. 
This year alone the Atlanta Passport Agency 
has helped more than 38,000 citizens. 

Director McCoy has worked with the Atlanta 
Passport Agency since its inception, providing 
a service which is important to residents 
across Georgia because, otherwise, Geor-
gians would need to travel to New Orleans, 
Miami, or Washington, DC, to gain an urgent, 
new passport. In addition to her time working 
with the Atlanta Passport Agency, Director 
McCoy has worked for the U.S. Department of 
State in various other capacities for more than 
30 years. 

Later this year, Mrs. McCoy will retire as the 
Director of the Atlanta Passport Agency. I rise 
today to recognize her effort and accomplish-
ments in assisting U.S. Citizens and thank her 
for the service she has provided to many peo-
ple in the First Congressional District of Geor-
gia. I wish her the best with her future endeav-
ors. 
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Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it’s my honor 
to recognize the Commission on Economic 
Opportunity (CEO) which is celebrating its 
50th Anniversary this year. With the mission of 
promoting self-sufficiency among low-income 
and vulnerable populations by confronting the 
causes and reducing the effects of poverty, 
CEO has consistently advanced the wellbeing 
of my constituents and our community in 
Northeastern Pennsylvania. 

The Commission on Economic Opportunity 
was established in 1966 as a multi-service, 
nonprofit organization. With its central office in 
Wilkes-Barre, CEO has expanded to include 
offices throughout my district in Hazleton, 
Tunkhannock, and Kingston. CEO operates 
more than 20 community development pro-
grams, and, with over 150 full and part-time 
employees, their work serves over 32,000 indi-
viduals in Northeastern Pennsylvania each 
year. CEO’s ability to adapt to the changing 
nature of poverty has been a key part of their 
success, and this allows them to use flexible 
and local solutions to promote self-sufficiency 
in our region. 

When I was mayor, I worked with Gene 
Brady and CEO to develop the Pine Street 
neighborhood in Hazleton. This area was in 
need of renovation, and after a four block sec-
tion of land was donated, Gene and I brought 

the community together to build single-family 
homes. Staying true to their mission, CEO 
helped these families take control of their 
mortgages and become self-sufficient home-
owners. Over ten years later, the Pine Street 
neighborhood is still thriving thanks to the 
work of Gene and all of the employees and 
volunteers at CEO, and this truly exemplifies 
their ability to increase the standard of living 
for all. 

As a father of four and grandfather of four, 
I recognize the importance of providing our 
children with every opportunity to succeed. 
That’s why I am grateful that an organization 
like CEO has taken a leading role in creating 
child and family-centered services in my dis-
trict to ensure that the challenges of poverty 
do not limit anyone’s potential. The Commis-
sion on Economic Opportunity also under-
stands the need for strategic partnerships to 
address the root causes of poverty. Their ef-
forts to provide funding and leadership for 
groups such as Luzerne County Head Start, 
the Child Development Council of NEPA, 
Rural Health Corporation of NEPA, and Mater-
nal and Family Services of NEPA, have al-
lowed them to reach the community at large, 
while efficiently using their resources to estab-
lish more low-income organizations in the re-
gion. The Monsignor Andrew J. McGowan 
Center for Healthy Living exemplifies their 
strategic partnerships, as they utilize their own 
Weinberg Food Bank to store and distribute 
food to a network of regional agencies, with 
the intent of helping people go ‘‘from hungry to 
healthy.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, with 50 years of successful 
service in Northeastern Pennsylvania, the 
Commission on Economic Opportunity has 
consistently set an example of what can be 
achieved when a private organization engages 
with their community. On behalf of my con-
stituents, I want to thank the board of direc-
tors, staff, and volunteers that have worked 
tirelessly to make their goal of ‘‘People Help-
ing People’’ possible, and I look forward to 
their continued success in Northeastern Penn-
sylvania. 
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Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ac-
knowledge one of my constituents, Maxine 
Prather, who turned 99 years old on Sep-
tember the 19th. Mrs. Prather’s life has been 
a truly American story. Born in 1917, Maxine 
lived through some of the most uncertain 
times in American history during which she not 
only endured, but flourished. 

Maxine Prather, affectionately called Gigi by 
her grandkids, worked as a secretary for many 
years. She was a devoted wife to her husband 
who was a Methodist Minister. Through the 
years, the family travelled the country to 
preach the scripture. It was through these 
travels that Maxine developed an interest in 
collecting beautiful china for her home. To this 
day Maxine Prather still enjoys entertaining 
guests, shopping and visiting the great muse-
ums our nation has to offer every chance she 
gets. 
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